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EPA begins leby

Contract workers of the U S. on Aug. 8. Meanwhile. Nguyen

Emironmemtal Protection Agency  said, the EPA continues to screen
have begun removing asbestos- 3.000 homes for the presence of
contaminated venmiculite insula-  venmiculite insulation.

tton from private homes in Libbs, At least 88 Libbv and Troy resi-

using a vacuum tnick and sealing  dents are known 10 have died. and
ifte matenal in bags that are taken  about 400 moge are sick, after be-

t0 a specially-constructed cell at ing exposed to toxic tremolite as-

the landfill north of town. bestos that was in venniculite ore
About 30 homes are expecled to  runed near Libby by WR, Grace

be cleaned this vear, said Duc & Co. The ore was used to make

Nguven of EPA at the Community  products that were sold nation-
Advisory Group meeting in Libby  wide, such as building insulation,

®
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cleanup

fireproofing matenals and potting
s0il.

Since November. 1999, the EPA
has been assessing the extent of
Libby's asbestos contamination
and removing contaminated soil
and building materials. Libby is
currently on track 1o becoming an
EPA Superﬁmd site and the .
cleanup is expecied lo take aboul
three vears. -

wentaman phols by David F Latham

Asbestos cleanup underway

The first cleanups of asbestos-contaminated vermiculite have begun in Libby as the U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency continues (0 screen over 3,000 homes. businesses and properties for contanunation.
Above. workers build a temporary rowe for dump trucks and excavators into property owned by Barb

Snencer on Taw Effar Rd Ser ralated @torv ahove
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